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THE UNCOMMON COMMON PEOPLE: CHANGEMAKERS IN CHINA
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From
 22nd to 30th A

ugust 2020, the G
inkgo Foundation w

ill join hands w
ith Inter A

rt C
enter &

 G
allery to hold 

the “U
ncom

m
on C

om
m

on People: C
hangem

akers in C
hina” photography exhibition at Inter G

allery in 798 A
rt 

D
istrict, B

eijing. This exhibition w
ill display m

ore than 200 w
orks by the w

ell-know
n photographer M

r. A
ndrew

 
W

ong, to show
 the lives and w

orks of 12 G
inkgo Fellow

s.

The idea of this exhibition began w
ith an encounter on a plateau five years ago.

In 2008, A
ndrew

 W
ong started shooting for an individual project nam

ed “C
hina on the R

oad”, w
here he used his 

lens to “see the lives of C
hinese people” and record the changes in C

hinese society.

In 2015, the G
inkgo Foundation w

as established, dedicated to finding, inspiring and connecting social 
entrepreneurs. The G

inkgo Fellow
ship Project recruits people w

ith rich experiences in public w
elfare and social 

innovation, w
ho are acute in discovering social problem

s and determ
ined to find real solutions.

That sam
e year, team

 m
em

bers of G
inkgo Foundation m

et A
ndrew

 W
ong by chance in Lhasa and soon realized that 

they w
ere all seeking people w

ho solve social problem
s. 

A
 five-year-long photography project thus began. M

r. A
ndrew

 W
ong recorded the daily w

ork and life of G
inkgo 

Fellow
s in different fields w

ith docum
entary photography. 

The stories of 12 G
inkgo Fellow

s have been recorded. The Fellow
s are: M

a Junhe w
ho’s m

ade groundbreaking 
progress in com

bating desertification, M
a Yanw

ei w
ho contributes significantly to ecological protection and 

sustainable developm
ent of agriculture and anim

al husbandry, N
yim

a W
angdu w

ho provides care for the visually 
im

paired children in Tibet, Q
iu Shuim

iao w
ho prom

otes reading for children in rural areas, W
ang Jianchao w

ho 
uses inform

ation technology to guide w
aste sorting, W

ei X
ianglong w

ho is com
m

itted to inheriting and developing 
ethnic handicrafts, Tsering D

rolm
a w

ho inherits and reshapes traditional culture by m
eans of social enterprises, 

D
echan Yudron w

ho provides gender education and m
ind training for m

arginalized youths, G
engque M

ulan (2017 
G

inkgo Fellow
) w

ho provides vocational skill training for poor Tibetan herdsm
en, Lu Yao w

ho explores rural 
education by creating a “com

m
unity of social practice”, H

e Jixian w
ho inherits the D

ongba (an indigenous religion) 
culture of the N

axi ethnic group and prom
otes natural rural developm

ent, Fu X
iaoli w

ho runs B
utterfly C

hildren’s 
H

ospice.

This project not only captures precious m
om

ents of the G
inkgo Fellow

s, but also gives them
 confidence and 

encouragem
ent. “The beauty of the w

ind is seen in the flow
ers’ m

ovem
ent. These im

ages record the G
inkgo 

Fellow
s’ w

ork life and convey their spirit. The pow
er, beauty and sentim

ent show
n in these photos are those of the 

Fellow
s. I am

 only the m
essenger”, said W

ong.

In the C
ovid-19 epidem

ic, w
e have becom

e m
ore aw

are that m
any traditional tools and conceptions are failing 

and the social structure is bound to undergo a trem
endous change. Thus, the m

ission of public w
elfare is no longer 

to fill up vacancies, but to push us to rethink w
hat m

atters to us the m
ost, how

 these values can integrate into the 
details of our lives, and how

 w
e can adjust to the new

 social system
. W

e should learn to address the challenges 
effectively and strive to create a better future. This is the m

essage that the exhibition w
ants to convey.

W
e appreciate for M

r. A
ndrew

 W
ong for taking these precious photos of G

inkgo Fellow
s. M

any thanks to N
a 

R
isong and his team

 at Inter G
allery for planning and organizing this exhibition w

ith professionalism
, and to our 

partners and m
edia friends w

ho have been follow
ing and supporting G

inkgo Foundation and G
inkgo Fellow

s.
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